Garfield Town Board Meeting
July 14, 2026

Present: Chairman: Ed Gullickson
Supervisor: Dave Nelson
Supervisor: George Stroebel
Clerk: Sue Knutson
Treasurer: JoAnn Erickson

Residents/Citizens: 22
Meeting called to order by Chairman, Ed Gullickson, at 6:00 pm.
Public Comments: None.

Selected Members of Appeals Committee: In the process of selecting a committee.
Nothing will be done until a committee is completed.

Road Construction Update — Rebuild on 138t Street: Ditch work is being done on 138",
Chip sealing will be started this week or next week and fog sealing shortly thereafter. Potholes
need to be attended to. Lady on 166" Street wanted signs installed but their road is a private
drive and they would have to purchase the signs themselves.

Open Front Building Replacement: Board discussed the replacement of the open front
building. Building will be the same width but a little longer. Board is in the process of getting
bids on the materials.

Polk County Changes to Shoreline Zoning: Board stated that they have talked with the
Towns’ attorney to make sure that the County zoning is the same as the State DNR’s shoreline
zoning. Board explained the issues regarding the Town’s, County’s, and the DNR’s zoning
concerns.

Discussion on Data Centers: Board stated that when they received a request regarding the
data center, the Board contacted their attorney in regards to the Town’s Zoning Ordinance.
According to the Ordinance data centers are not permitted. Board read a portion of the letter
from the Town’s attorney. Board stated that if there was a request for an application for a
permit for a data center that it would be denied. Board explained the Polk Burnett Electrical
system to the residents/public. Tracy Dusek commented that the large companies can and do
have the money to upgrade the infrastructure. Liz Waltzer commented on the health issues
and other concerns to the community. Board stated that the Town ordinance does not allow it.
Del Stone commented in regards to the Ordinance to state that no data centers are allowed
ever. Board stated that to change the Ordinance is a public process and would have to go
through the planning committee and the Board. Kaitlyn Peper commented on the Ordinance
and what can be done and what cannot be done. Peper also handed data printouts on data
centers to the board. David Burmeister commented on Jarchow and Town/City/Village of
Hammond. Board stated that Hammond did not have a zoning ordinance. Billie Watson
stated that Garfield doesn’t either and on the electrical infrastructure and also on large solar
farms. Terry Guanulla (sp??) commented that few or no jobs would be associated with a data
center. Diane Anderson commented that she does not want a data center and would like the
Ordinance change so that no data center is allowed permanently. Stephanie Jansen stated
that she would like the Board to adopt a moratorium. Board stated that its Ordinance does not
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allow. Board stated that a moratorium can still be changed or challenged. Board would like
the Planning Committee review the Zoning Ordinance to make the Ordinance more specific
regarding data centers. Motion made and seconded to have Planning Committee review the
Zoning Ordinance in regard to data centers. Carried-unanimously.

Discussion on Future Cell Towers: Board stated that Stephanie Jansen is requesting a
setback of 2,000 feet distance from a residence. Dusek asked about the current cell phone
tower and the new tower being so close to each other. Board stated that they are two different
companies and commented on residents not having cell phone coverage. Jansen wants
ordinances to control the distances from residents on cell towers and items that affect the
residents. Jeff Martinson agreed with Jansen and stated that there is a resident closer to the
tower that the Jansens. Jansen wants to know what her next step is. Board stated that the
Planning Committee will look into the Ordinance regarding distances/setbacks. Jansen asked
the process and time frame going forward. Board explained the process.

Other Business That May Come Before the Board: Board stated that Barry Schaefer would
like to be on the Planning Committee Board. Motion made and seconded to approve Barry
Shaefer to the Planning Committee Board. Carried-unanimously.

Clerk’s Report: Submitted and reviewed.

Approval of Vouchers: Submitted, signed and approved. Motion made and seconded to
approve submitted vouchers. Carried-unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report: Submitted and reviewed.

Approval of Monthly Board Minutes: Motion made and seconded to approve the July 14,
2026, Board minutes as submitted. Carried-unanimously.

Adjourn: Motion made and seconded to adjourn meeting, 7:20 pm. Carried-unanimously.

Submitted by: Sue Knutson, Clerk
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